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God’s Groundrules. 

 

God _____________________ His Holy Standard. 

And God spoke all these words…                             (Exodus 20:1) 
 

Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come    
to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep 
you from sinning.”                                                     (Exodus 20:20) 

 

God’s Holy Standards for ________________________. 

  
Relationship to ____________________________ 
 

1. You shall have no other gods before me.  
 

2. You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of 
anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in 
the waters below.  You shall not bow down to them or 
worship them. 

 

3. You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for 
the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his 
name.  

 

4. Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.                            
                                            (Exodus 20:2-11) 

 

Relationships in ____________________________________ 
 

5. Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live 
long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.  

 

6. You shall not murder.  
 

7. You shall not commit adultery.  
 

8. You shall not steal.  
 

9. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  
 

10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not 
covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, 
his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor.                                                           (Exodus 20:12-17) 

                

The Purpose of the Law for Israel. 

 
It revealed their ___________________ and need of a Saviour. 
 

Why, then, was the law given at all?  It was added because of 
transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred 
had come.         (Galatians 3:19) 
  

 
It set a necessary ______________________ until Christ came. 
 

Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under 
the law, locked up until the faith that was to come would be 
revealed.                                                                           (Galatians 3:23) 
 
It served as “_____________________”, leading them to Christ. 
 

So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might 
be justified by faith. 25 Now that this faith has come, we are no 
longer under a guardian.                                       (Galatians 3:24, 25) 

 
 

The Place of the Law Today. 
 
 

 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do 
not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one 
another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in 
keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
15 If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be 
destroyed by each other.  16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and 
you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh 
desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is 
contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so 
that you are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are led 
by the Spirit, you are not under the law.     (Galatians 5:13 – 18) 
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Series: “Which Way to the Promised Land?” 
 

Week 7: “God’s Groundrules” 
 

These notes are based on the message given by                                             
Pastor Brian Reynolds on Sunday November 17, 2019.  

 

START-UP: “Who tells you what to do?” 
 
 

For Moses and Israel, their lives were about to change, 
because God was bringing them into a new, unique 
relationship with Himself.  They were entering into a covenant 
relationship with Him.  Within that covenant, God delineated 
the groundrules for them, explaining how they were to relate 
to Him and to others.  They needed to know how God 
expected them to live as they transitioned into their new land. 
 

To prepare for this week’s questions, think about who sets the 
groundrules and standards for you?  Where do you encounter 
the boundaries set by others?  Think about that in terms of 
where you live, where you work, where you go to school, and 
where you participate in activities. 
 

Now, how do you handle the guidelines set for you?  Are you 
comfortable with following the rules, or do you like to 
challenge the boundaries where possible? Where do you            
like the limits, and where do you not appreciate them? 
 

As you begin, take a few moments to share your thoughts with 
the group and listen to the thoughts of others. 
 

 

REFLECTIONS ON THE TEXT 
 

Read over Exodus 20 and Galatians 3:15-29. 
 

1. What are the major emphases for the Ten Command-
ments?  What relationships is God regulating by these 
laws? 

 

2. What do the commandments reveal to us about God                
and His character?  How will following these laws help      
us in becoming more like Him?     

 

3. Which commandments do you find easiest to uphold? 
Which ones are the hardest?   

 

4. Review the three reasons the law was given to Israel from 
the message from Galatians 3.  Why was Paul emphasizing 
these reasons to that group of churches?  Do you believe 
our church or modern churches need that emphasis today? 

 

5. Before hearing this message or reading over these 
portions, what did you believe the role of the law to be            
for the Christian today?  Do you still think that, or has your 
belief been changed in any way? 

 

6. Read Galatians 5:16 – 18.  What does it mean to be “led by 
the Spirit”?  How do you see that happening in your life? 

 

 

TIME FOR ACTION 
 

As we conclude this series, what actions do 
you need to take based on your reading and 
study?  Is there a command to obey, or an 
action to follow up on? Share that with your 
group in the time of sharing. 
 

TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER 

 

Pray for your continued obedience to God by the standards He 
has set for His people.  Pray that you will demonstrate love for 
God through obedience to Him and His word (1 John 5:3) 
 

Pray for our AAC family, that we will live as obedient followers 
as He leads us forward in the year to come. 
 

Pray for the needs of others in our church family. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Next week: “God’s Way of Worship” 
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