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Who’s testing whom? 
 

God tests us: 
 

Through difficulties and _________________________________. 
 

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his 
children. For what children are not disciplined by their father?       
                                                                                                   (Hebrews 12:7)  
 
 

To prove our faith and __________________________________. 
__ 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from 
heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and gather 
enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see 
whether they will follow my instructions.       (Exodus 16:4) 

 

“Loss and suffering, joyfully accepted for the kingdom of God,  
show the supremacy of God’s worth more clearly  

in the world than all worship and prayer.”  John Piper 
 
To teach us to fear God and ______________________________. 
 

Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to 
test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you 
from sinning.”                                                                    (Exodus 20:20) 
 

We test God: 
 

When we ____________________________________________. 
 

 Moses also said, “You will know that it was the LORD when    
he  gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the bread you 
want in the morning, because he has heard your grumbling 
against him.  Who are we? You are not grumbling against us, 
but against the LORD.”                                                (Exodus 16:8) 

When we ____________________________________________. 
 

So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to 
drink.” Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me?  
Why do you put the LORD to the test?”                 (Exodus 17:2) 
 

Psalm 78:  But they continued to sin against him, rebelling in 
the wilderness against the Most High. They willfully put God 
to the test by demanding the food they craved. They spoke 
against God; they said, “Can God really spread a table in the 
wilderness?                                                             (Psalm 78:18; 41, 56) 

 

God’s response to Israel’s testing: 
 

Before Sinai At Sinai After Sinai 
________________ ________________ 

________________ 
_________________ 

Exodus 14 -17  Numbers 11 -21 
 

Instead of testing God: 
 

Serve God without _____________________________________ 
 

Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you may 
become blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in 
a warped and crooked generation.” Then you will shine among 
them like stars in the sky as you hold firmly to the word of life.  

    (Philippians 2:14-16) 

 
 

Recognize that we experience God’s testing __________ 
 

___________________________________.            (James 1:2-4) 

 
 
Trust God to provide guidance, grace and our  
 
_______________________________.          Matthew 6:33) 
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Finding Our Way by Following Our God 
 

 

 

“God does not offer us a way ______ of the  
testings of life.  He offers us a way _______________,  

and that makes all the difference.” 
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Series: “Which Way to the Promised Land?” 

 

Week 5: “Who’s testing whom?” 
 

These notes are based on the message given by                                             
Pastor Brian Reynolds on Sunday November 3, 2019.  

  

START-UP: “So who likes to be tested?” 
 

Life is full of tests: medical tests to see what ails us; school 
tests, to see if we have learned our subject matter; emission 
tests, to see if our vehicle is polluting the atmosphere, and so 
on.  The list seems endless.  We all understand the necessity 
of tests, even the benefits of testing.  It gives us the 
information we need to have.  I think it’s safe to say we cannot 
live without some level of testing in our lives. 
 

But ask anyone if they like being tested, and the response is 
usually, “No, not really!”  Why?  Most likely, because testing 
puts us on the spot.  It puts the focus on us in a way that 
reveals how we are really doing.  There is a wide chasm 
between the emotional tension of an exam room and the 
great relief that comes when the tests are returned and the 
scores are good.   Testing is an emotional drain.  It is also a 
necessity, and therein lies our tension.  So we live with it. 
 

This week, we look at Israel being tested by God as He leads 
them into the desert.  And we observe Israel testing God. 
(Spoiler alert: Not a good idea!) It’s time to reflect on how God 
is testing us, as His children and His church.  It’s also time to 
reflect on whether we have been testing God.  The answer 
may surprise us.  
 

REFLECTIONS ON THE TEXT 
 

1. Read over Exodus 15:22 – 17:7. 
 
 

2. Three days following the miracle of the Red Sea, and Israel 
is already unhappy with their conditions.  How does the 
Lord respond to their complaint?  What is the test He sets 
for them? 

 

3. As they progressed further, Israel becomes a nation of 
“grumblers”.  What are they complaining about?  How 
does God respond to their complaints now?   

 

4. Who do the Israelites blame for their troubles?  How does 
this affect those who are in leadership?  Think of your own 
complaints regarding difficult situations you have faced.  
Did you blame others, or take responsibility for the 
situation?  What effect did that have? 

 

5. Compare Israel’s grumbling/testing of the Lord here in the 
early stages of their journey with their later wanderings 
(read Numbers 11-21).  What is the same, and what has 
changed?  What is the result of their later complaints? 

 

6. Read 1 Corinthians 10:1 – 13.  What insights does Paul give 
us from Israel’s situation?   

 

7. How do you relate to Israel’s behavior and actions in 
following the Lord and their leaders? What application 
would you make to your present situation? 

 

 

TIME FOR ACTION 
 

In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, he tells 
them to “do everything with complaining 
or arguing” (Phil 2:14).  We may agree, 
but find that easier said than done.  
Reflect on anywhere you see your own complaining, and 
decide how you can act to change that to a more helpful 
action.  Set a time to follow up with your response. 
 

TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER 
 

Pray for yourself regarding anywhere you sense you are being 
tested by the Lord or are testing Him. 
 

Pray for our AAC family, that we will be obedient to the Lord in 
our testing, and that we will refrain from testing Him. 
 

 
 

Next week: “Sharing the Load” 
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