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Advent 2:  
 

“Jesus, the Seeking Saviour” 

 

Who is Jesus looking for?  
 

Three biblical terms of description: 
 

_______________________________ 
 

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around 
to hear Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law 
muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  
                                                                                                       (Luke 15:1, 2) 
 
Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a 
doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance.”                                        (Luke 5:31-33) 
 
His _______________________________ 
 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep 
know me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other 
sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. 
They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock 
and one shepherd.                                                (John 10: 14- 16) 
 
The _______________________________ 
Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and 
celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; 
he was lost and is found. So they began to celebrate.   
                                                                                                     (Luke 15:23, 24) 

Why does Jesus look for lost sinners/sheep? 
 

They need a relationship with the ___________________________: 

“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep 
know me — 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father…”                                                              (John 10: 14- 15) 
 

• Ezekiel 34:11 - 16 
 

They need the ________________________ he made for their sins: 
…and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep 
that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also.        
They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock 
and one shepherd.”                                                                     (John 10: 15-16) 
 

How does he search for His sheep? 
 

Is God __________________ or ____________________ in salvation? 
 

Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a 
hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the 
ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep 
until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on 
his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and 
neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found 
my lost sheep.’                                                   (Luke 15:3-6) 
 
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? 
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not 
heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching              
to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent?             
As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 
good news!”                                                      (Romans 10:14, 15) 

 

How do you know if you are Jesus’ sheep? 
 

“Whoever belongs to God ________ what God says. The reason 
you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”  (John 8:47) 
 
Next week: Advent 3: Jesus the Saviour of the World 
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Series: “Everyone Needs a Saviour” 
 

Part 2: “Jesus the Seeking Saviour” 
 

These notes are based on the message given by                                             
Pastor Brian Reynolds on Sunday December 8, 2019.  

.  

 

START-UP: “Seeking and finding.” 
 

The term “Seeker Service” was coined somewhere in the late 
1970’s, fuelled by the novel approach (at that time) to 
structure the Sunday service to be both attractive and 
understandable to what were termed “seekers”.  These were 
people with a spiritual hunger who were looking for truth, 
hope and perhaps even God, but may not be finding Him in 
the traditional forms of Christian worship. 
 

The interesting thing about the emphasis on people as seekers 
is that many passages in the Bible describe God as the one 
who is seeking!  We will look at some of those in this study.  
And we will see that Jesus’ very mission was one of seeking.         
He said He came “to seek and to save the lost.” 
 

As we study the Seeking Saviour, we can rest in the assurance 
that God is proactive, that He is not simply waiting for people 
to reach out to Him.  And that is why we can affirm that Jesus 
is the Seeking Saviour. 
 

Invite one of the group to open in prayer. 
 
 

 

REFLECTIONS ON THE TEXT 
 

Read over Luke 15:1-10 together. 
 
 

1. Before we get into the passages, think about your spiritual 
journey.  Have you been conscious of God seeking you,                
or are you more aware of your seeking after Him? 

 

2. The first thing we looked at in the message was who     
Jesus is looking for.  Which of these descriptions do you 
relate to most: A sinner? A sheep?  A lost person?           
Why do you identify with that particular term? 

 

3. Read over John 10:1-18.  We don’t live in a shepherding 
culture, so this picture may not be easy to relate to.               
Why do you think Jesus used this picture for his listeners?  
What might they relate this to from their Old Testament 
heritage? (Any specific passages?) 

( 

4. Compare John 10 to Luke 15:1-7.  What is He emphasizing 
to them in these passages? What does God want us to 
clearly understand regarding His care for us? 

 

5. Now read further in Luke 15, from v.11 – 32.  How is this 
story different from the previous two?  How is it similar?  
What is the essential point Jesus is driving home? 

 

6. Jesus told a group of apparent “disciples” in John 8 that the 
reason they could not hear (understand) Him is because 
they “do not belong to God” (v. 47).  That seems to be the 
inverse of what we normally think.  Discuss how this 
statement relates to believing and belonging to Jesus. 

 

TIME FOR REFLECTION 
 

Reflect together on Jesus’ seeking work 
in your life.  What evidence can you 
observe that Jesus was seeking you?               
Or that He is seeking you? 
 

 

TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER 
3 

• Worship Jesus as the Seeking Saviour! 

• Pray for those you believe Jesus is seeking in your world. 

• Pray for opportunities to share the love of Christ and the 
message of the gospel this Advent season 

• Pray for one another’s needs. 
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