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How We Do 

 
 

 

 

The need for Leadership in the local church.  
 
 

The process of choosing servant leaders: 
 

➢ _____________________________ by the people. 
 
➢ _____________________________ by the apostles. 
 
➢ _____________________________ by the Lord. 
 
 
The different functions of servant leaders: 
 

➢ Ministers of the ____________________________ 

“It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the 
word of God in order to wait on tables.           (Acts 6:2) 

 
➢ Ministers of the ____________________________ 

“Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are  
known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this 
responsibility over to them.”                            (Acts 6:3) 

 

The role of the Elder in the local church 
 

Paul instructing the Ephesian Elders – Acts 20:17-32 
 

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness 
of Christ’s sufferings and one who also will share in the glory 
to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under 
your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, but 
because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy 
for money, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those 
entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.                                               
(1 Peter 5:1-3) 

➢ ______________________ (presbyteros) – (1 Timothy 3, 
Titus 1) 

➢ ____________________________/Bishop (episkopos) –  
 

➢ ___________________/Shepherd  (poimen) –  
 

The elders who direct the affairs of the church (rule) well              
are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is 
preaching  and teaching.                              (1 Timothy 5:17) 

 
Five foundational leadership roles:  
 

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be 
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors 
and teachers, 12 to prepare God’s people for works of service, 
so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach 
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ.                                                (Ephesians 4:11-13) 

 
 

The role of the Deacon in the local church 
 

“It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the 
word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers, choose 
seven men from among you who are known to be full of the 
Spirit and wisdom.  We will turn this responsibility over to 
them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of 
the word.”                                                                    (Acts 6:2-4) 

 
“Diakonos” – ____________________________, minister 
 
The work of _________________________ and administration. 

 

 
The effect of having differing roles: 
 

 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in 
Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests 
became obedient to the faith.                                 (Acts 6:7) 

 
God’s message is preached and ________________________. 
 
The church can ____________________________. 
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Who’s leading  
the church?  
 

Acts 6:1-7 

 
 
 

 



Alliston Alliance Church 
 
 
 

 

 

Series: “How we do church.” 
 

“Who’s leading the church?” 
 

These notes are based on the message given by                                             
Pastor Brian Reynolds on Sunday January 12, 2020.  

.  

START-UP: “Follow the leader.” 
 

Think back to when you were a child, and you and your friends 
played “Follow the Leader” (and I am trusting that most, if not 
all of us, did this at some time in our childhood!)  What role 
were you most comfortable in: the leader, or the follower?  
Why was that? 
 

Not everyone is comfortable being “the leader”.  Being a 
leader is a tremendous responsibility, and requires some   
skills, abilities and gifting that not all of us possess.  As I grew 
up, I never planned to be a leader.  I was happier doing my 
thing (artwork), and leaving that leadership stuff to others.  
But things changed in my life, and for most of my life I have 
led, both in secular work and in churches.  So this is a topic 
that hits close to home for me. 
 

Whether you have been a leader, or are a leader, or may                  
be one someday, we all need to understand leadership.  
Especially the function of leading the local church.  This 
message and study is intended to help clarify some of the 
most important aspects of who leads the local church and        
how it is to be done. 
 

Invite one of the group to open in 
prayer. 
 

 

REFLECTIONS ON THE TEXT 
 

Read over Acts 6:1-7 together. 

1. Review the situation the Jerusalem church found itself in  
as described in Acts 6.  What was the problem? What was 
the source of the problem (Was it theological? Personal? 
Cultural?)  

 

2. What were the three factors involved in selecting and 
establishing these leaders?  Why were each of these 
factors significant? 

 

3. What are the key distinctions between the roles of the 
Elders and the Deacons, at least in the context of the                
Acts 6 passage? 

( 

4. Read Acts 20:17-32.  How does Paul describe the 
responsibilities of those who are elders of the Ephesian 
church? What stands out to you from the charge he gives 
to them? 

 

5. The Apostle Peter also gives a charge to elders in 1 Peter 5. 
What are the three terms for this role, and how do those 
terms shape our understanding of the work they do in 
leading? 

 

6. In Ephesians 4:11-13 Paul describes 5 different roles of 
leaders.  What are they?  Why does Paul say they are 
important? 

 

7. In Acts 6:7, Luke describes what happened when the roles 
and responsibilities of different leaders were defined and 
practiced.  What was the effect of doing that? 

 

TIME FOR REFLECTION 
 

Reflect on how you have related to 
church leadership (either as leader or 
follower).  How has this study helped 
you in your perspective of leadership? 
 

 

TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER 
3 

• Pray for those who are leaders at AAC. 

• Pray for the Nominating Committee as they prepare to 
nominate leaders for our Annual meeting in March. 

• Pray for one another’s needs. 
 

Next Week: “What does a Pastor do?” 
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