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How We Do 

 
 

 

Why do we need to know our gifts and become 
involved in the local church? 
 

Alliston Alliance Church is a local expression of the  

 

“___________________________________.” 

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its                   
many parts form one body, so it is with Christ.        (12:12) 
 

 The Whole Body – 
 

 The Local Church –   

 

All Christians are included as __________________  of 
Christ’s body through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 

For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one 
body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we                  
were all given the one Spirit to drink.                        (12:13) 

 

God arranges every part of His body for different 
purposes according to the way ____________________ 
 

_________________________________. 

But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one               
of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all             
one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are              
many parts, but one body.                                                     (12:18-20) 

                                                                                                
Therefore: 
 There is no place for _________________________________.  
 

Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand,                                   
I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason                
stop being part of the body.                                             (v.15-17) 

 There is no place for _________________________________. 

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the 
head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!”        (v.21) 
 

 

 All the parts of Christ’s body are valuable and are to be 
_________________________________________________. 

 

On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are 
less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that 
are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while 
our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has 
put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that 
lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body,   
but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 
26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is 
honored, every part rejoices with it.                           (v.22-26) 

 

We each have a ________________________ in Christ’s 
body, according to the gift(s) God gives to us. 
 

 

 _______________________________ has a part to play. 
 

 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part 
of it.                                                                              (v.27) 
 
 Some gifts have greater ____________, but all are valuable. 
 

And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, 
of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues.  
                                                                                                           (v.28)              
                                                                                                             

 No gift is given to _______________ member of the body. 
 

 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all 
work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in 
tongues? Do all interpret?                                                   (v.29, 30) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 The body (the local church) should be emphasizing the 
gifts that promote greater ___________________________.   

 

Now eagerly desire the greater gifts.                                 (v.31) 

 

 
“How We Do Church” © Brian F. Reynolds 2020 

 

All Scripture references are from “The Holy Bible: New International Version” unless otherwise noted 
 

Everyone doing 
their part! 
 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31 
 

 
 
 

 



Alliston Alliance Church 
 
 
 

 

 

Series: “How we do church.” 
 

“Everyone doing their part!” 
 

These notes are based on the message given by                                             
Pastor Brian Reynolds on Sunday January 26, 2020.  

.  

START-UP: “Everyone has a part to play.” 
 

The great thing about teams and groups is that there can be a 
place for every person to participate.  When I was growing up,  
I signed up for all different sports, wondering if I was good 
enough to be on any teams.  And the fun began when I 
discovered that I didn’t have to play every position, I simply 
needed to find the position where I might fit, and then do my 
best there. (Though I must admit my very brief ice hockey  
participation was one where I don’t believe I ever found my 
position.  My weak ankles were happy when I stopped 
searching for that sweet spot and moved on.) 
 

As we look at the Apostle Paul instructing churches like the 
Corinthians and the Romans, we see a leader who wants to 
get everyone involved. Why? Because he knew that God 
equips every one of His children with spiritual gifts and 
abilities to participate in building and growing His church.   
Paul seemed to enjoy helping God’s people discover who they 
were meant to be by finding their place of serving.  Doing 
church means discovering your part, your position, and doing 
it to the glory of God. 
 

REFLECTIONS ON THE TEXT 
 

Read over 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 together. 
 

Invite one of the group to open in prayer. 
 
 
 

1. Where do you believe you “fit” in the body of Christ?   
What gifts and abilities do you believe God has given you 
to serve Him and others?  

 

2. Why do some feel inferior in Christ’s body?  Why might 
some think themselves superior?  Have you experienced 
either of these, either in yourself or observed in others?  
What was the result of the improper view? 

 

3. Paul highlights a variety of spiritual gifts in his letters.  
What are they?  Are these gifts you have observed in your 
church experience?  Should we be experiencing them? 

( 

4. What does it mean that a certain gift carries “greater 
authority”?  Does that make it a better gift?  Why or                 
why not? 

 

5. If no gift is given to every member, what does that tell us 
about the necessity of participating as a “body”                               
(or team, or family)? 

 

6. How can we at AAC build up our body according to the 
instructions we have seen from Paul in this passage and 
others in this week’s message? 

 

 

TIME FOR REFLECTION 
 

As we conclude this series on “how we do 
church”, what do you see as changing in 
your mind about church?  Will these 
changes affect you, or affect the church?  
If so, in what way? 
 

 

 

TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER 
3 

• Pray for the Transition Team as they continue their work              
in looking at what changes may be suggested moving 
forward.  And pray for the Elders as they take those 
recommendations and consider their implementation. 

• Pray for the health and growth of AAC. 

• Pray for the person God has chosen for the future Pastor, 
and for his family. 

• Pray for one another’s needs. 
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