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Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive 
one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues 
put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members 
of one body you were called to peace.        (Colossians 3:12 -15)  
                                                                                         
 

The ______________________ of our forgiveness: 
 

When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision           
of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us 
all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal 
indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he 
has taken it away, nailing it to the cross.  (Colossians 2:13 -14)  
 

Forgive (others) as the Lord forgave you. 
 

 
Why don’t we forgive? 
 

 
We want ____________________________. 
 
We want __________________________________ something. 
 
There are long-lasting ______________________ of their action. 
 

We do not _____________________________ God’s forgiveness. 
 

We have not ___________________________ God’s forgiveness. 

What is forgiveness? 
 

It is not a ________________________________. 
 
It is not ___________________________ it ever happened. 
 
It is not _______________________________ the action. 
 
Forgiveness is a _____________________________________. 
 
Forgiveness is ___________________ the offender who has  
 
wronged us from the ___________ of being separated from us. 
 
 

Four promises we make when we forgive: 
 

I will not _________________________ this incident. 
 
I will not _______________ this incident and use it against you. 
 
I will not _____________________________ about this incident. 
 
I will not let this incident ________________________________. 
 

 

Some issues to consider: 
 

What if the offender does not apologize? 
 
 

Can I ever mention this again? 
 
 
What about ongoing consequences? 

 
 

Focus on the basis: 

“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ 
he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged 
me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant 
just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over 
to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he 
owed.  35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of 
you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
                                                                                       (Matthew 18:32-35) 
 

 
 This material is taken primarily from “The Peacemaker”, Ken Sande. Baker Book House, 2oo4 

 

All Scripture references are from “The Holy Bible: New International Version” unless otherwise noted 
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Alliston Alliance Church 
 
 
 

 

 

Series: “Being a Peacemaker.” 
 

Part 7: “Forgive as God forgave you.” 
 

These notes are based on the message given by                                             
Pastor Brian Reynolds on Sunday March 15, 2020.  

 
Icebreaker  
 

What is your earliest memory of either being forgiven for 
something or forgiving someone for what they did to you?  
Why do you think this memory has stuck with you?   
What effect did that encounter have on your life? 

 
 
Learning Together  
 

Overcoming Unforgiveness: Ken Sande lists 6 steps or 
elements that can help us to overcome unforgiveness.  
Review these and see which might help in any situations  
you are facing. 
 

The Replacement Principle:  There are three areas to be 
addressed in moving on from the forgiveness into a 
reconciled relationship.  Review these to help see next  
steps following the act of forgiving. 
 
What do you think?  
 

1. Think of a time you had a hard time forgiving someone.  
What was it about the situation that made it hard to 
forgive?  How did you overcome that?  How were you    
able to move on from forgiving? 
 

2. Have you been in a situation where you forgave someone, 
then they repeated the action? How did you handle that? 

3. Have you been the person who has repeated an offense 
and had to apologize again?  How did you handle that 
situation? 

 
4. In “The Five Languages of Apology” (Chapman and 

Thomas), the five languages we can use are: 

• Expressing regret: “I am sorry.” 

• Accepting responsibility: “I was wrong.” 

• Making restitution: “How can I make this right?” 

• Genuine repentance: “I will try not to do that again.” 

• Requesting forgiveness: “Will you please forgive me?” 
 

Which of these do you find easiest or hardest to do? 
 

5. Has this series and message helped you understand God’s 
forgiveness better?  If so, in what way?  How might what 
you have learned change your approach to forgiveness? 
  

6. Are you experiencing God’s forgiveness in a tangible way?  
If so, how is that happening for you?  How may that help 
you to forgive others? 

 

My next step  
Take 5 minutes to pray silently and ask God to direct you in 
how He would like you to act upon what has been discussed.  
How do you need to respond in the areas discussed?                                
If you would like the support of the group, share your 
thoughts and ask them to pray for you. 
 
Pray for one another  
Pray for the Alliston Alliance family to experience God’s full 
forgiveness and freely express it to one another. 
Pray for individuals and families to deal with longstanding 
issues and clear them up in light of what we are learning. 
Pray for our church as our Transition Team, Pastoral Search 
Committee and new Elders Board work to discern God’s will 
for our future. 
Share any requests and pray for one another. 

 

Next week: Overcome evil with good. 
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