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“The character 
 God calls blessed.” 

Matthew 5:3-16 
 
        

What does it mean to be “blessed”? 

 
Not a _________________________________ for happiness. 
 
A _______________________________ of what God thinks of 
them. 
 
What are the blessings in this state of blessedness?   

 

The characteristics of kingdom blessedness.     
 

“Christ is saying nothing in this sermon about how we become 
Christians, but only about the works and fruit that no one can 
do unless they already are a Christian and in a state of grace.” 

Martin Luther 
 
Poverty of Spirit 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 
Mourning over _______________________________ 

4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 
Meekness 

5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 

Hungering and thirsting for righteousness                         
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
    for they will be filled. 
 

Merciful 
7 Blessed are the merciful, 
    for they will be shown mercy. 
 

 
Purity 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
    for they will see God. 
 

 

Peacemaking 

9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
    for they will be called children of God. 
 

 
Persecuted for the sake of righteousness 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11Blessed 
are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say 
all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be 
glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 

 
 

The __________________________ of kingdom 

blessedness. 

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, 
how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for 
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 
14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot 
be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 
your Father in heaven. 
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Introduction 
This week we move into the body of the Sermon on the 
Mount by examining the Beatitudes (vv. 3-12) and Jesus’ 
description of his disciples as “the salt of the earth, the 
light of the world.” As was said last week in the first 
message, this is not the way we might begin a sermon 
today.  But the Lord Jesus has a purpose for leading off 
with these statements, focusing on the character of his 
disciples, and the role they will play in the world as they 
express the kingdom of God in their daily lives.  Since 
there are only eight beatitudes, be sure to take note of 
what character qualities are deemed important in God’s 
kingdom. 
 
Icebreaker  
 

As a youngster, was there a family rule you felt was              
hard to keep?  If so, what was it?  How did learning to 
keep that rule shape your character? 
 
Open with prayer 
 

1. Read through Matthew 5:3-16.  If this was the sum 
total of Jesus’ sermon on the kingdom, what would 
you say was the most important point? 

 
2. How do we recognize “the poor in spirit”? When               

did you first recognize your poverty of spirit? 
 
3. How do you experience mourning over sin?  Do you 

see a growing sensitivity to the power of sin in your 
life? 

 
4. How can we practically “hunger and thirst” for 

righteousness? What might aid us in this?  
 
5. Describe a time when you were showing mercy to 

someone. The, when mercy was shown to you. 
 
6. Which beatitude do you wish were more pronounced 

in your experience?  Why?  In your prayer time pray 
for one another to experience the full range of these 
characteristics. 

 
7. Have you been persecuted for being a follower of 

Jesus Christ?  If so, describe the experience, and the 
result of that. 

 
8. If you are the ‘light of the world’, what is the wattage 

on your light bulb? 
 
Praying together 
Spend the remaining time praying for one another, and 
for the AAC church family during this uncertain season of 
the Coronavirus, for health and safety of all. 

 

 
Next week: “Our standard of righteous living.” 
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