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“Our standard of righteous living.” 
Matthew 5:17- 20 

 

 

How are we to relate to the Old Testament  

and the law? 

 

The Law:   
 
 
 
The Prophets:  
 
 
 
Two extreme views: 
 

 

 

Jesus’ relationship to the law: 
 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the 
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means 
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.”              

(Matthew 5:17, 18)      

Christ’s fulfillment of the law: 
 
Jesus Christ affirmed the ___________________ of God’s law. 
 
 
Jesus lived out the law ________________________________. 
 
 
Jesus Christ fulfills the _______________________ of Messiah. 

The Christians’ relationship to the law: 

Therefore, anyone who sets aside one of the least of these 
commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least 
in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches 
these commands will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven.                                                            (Matthew 5:19) 
 

The necessity of:                                                                                           
 

____________________________ of God’s moral standards. 
 
The ________________________ of God’s moral standards. 

 

 

The Christians’ standard of righteous living:  
 

For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that              
of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly 
not enter the kingdom of heaven.           (Matthew 5:20)      
 
The Pharisees practice of righteousness: 
 

The trouble with the Pharisees was that they were interested 
in details rather than principles, that they were interested  

in actions rather than in motives, and that they were 
interested in doing rather than being.   

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 
6 examples of practical righteous living: (Matthew 5:21-48) 

 
• Anger/_________________  

 
• Lust/_________________ 

 
• Marital unfaithfulness/______________________ 

 
• Oath-taking/_________________________ 

 

• Retributive justice/________________________ 
 

• Loving your enemies 
 
It is a matter of our _____________, not a __________________. 
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Introduction 
As has been stressed, the key terms for Jesus’ sermon 
are “kingdom” and “righteousness”.  Neither of these 
two terms are used commonly today, so we have to be 
clear on what Jesus meant by them. Last week we 
focused on the character of a person who lives by the 
kingdom standard.  Now we will discover what that 
standard is, and prepare to see its application in the six 
examples that follow. 
 
Icebreaker  
 

In your job/profession what standards do you have to 
work to?  Who sets those standards?  Do you find them 
easy to keep, or difficult? 
 

 
Open with prayer 
 
 

1. Read through Matthew 5:17-20 together.   
 
 

2. What is your understanding of the term “righteous”?  
Where does your understanding of that term come 
from? 

 
3. As you were growing up, what was the basis of 

morality you lived by?  Has that changed since 
becoming an adult?  What part did the Bible play in 
your morality as you grew up? 

 
 
4. How do you understand the difference between 

living under the law and living under the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ?  Is there any tension for you in that? 

 
 
5. What does it mean for you that Jesus is “the 

fulfillment of the law and the prophets”? 
 

 
6. Was there or is there anyone in your life who 

exemplified a pharisaical or legalistic Christian?                
How do or did they affect you? 

 
7. What area do you struggle to live kingdom 

righteousness?  What area are you seeing success in 
living kingdom righteousness? 

 
Praying together 
Pray for one another to continue to develop the 
righteous standard of Christ in their lives. Pray for our 
AAC church family during this uncertain season of the 
Coronavirus, for health and safety of all.  Pray for one 
another’s needs. 
 
 
Next week: “Handling anger in the kingdom.” 
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