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“Righteous relationships  

in marriage”  
Matthew 5:27 - 32 

 

 

 

Getting to the ___________________ of adultery: 
 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit 
adultery.’ 28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a wife 
(woman) lustfully has already committed adultery with her               
in his heart. 
 
 
The process: 

 

 
 

 

King David – 2 Samuel 11 

 
 

Removing the ______________________ for lusting: 
 

 If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and 
throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body 
than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your 
right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away.  
 
 
 

Remember the ______________________ of adultery: 
 

It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your 
whole body to go into “Gehenna” (hell.) 
 

 
 

 

The relationship of adultery to divorce: 
 

 “It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her 
a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I tell you that anyone who 
divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the 
victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman 
commits adultery. 

 
 
________________ view of divorce: 

“I hate divorce,” says the Lord, the God of Israel, “because the 
man who divorces his wife covers his garment with violence,” 
says the LORD Almighty.                                        (Malachi 2:16)                                                      
 
 
 

Jesus’ _________________________: 

Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives 
because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from 
the beginning.  9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, 
except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman 
commits adultery.”                                                (Matthew 19:8, 9) 
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Series: “A closer look at the Kingdom of God.” 
 

Part 5: “Righteous relationships in marriage.”  

Matthew 5:27-32 
 

These notes are based on the message given by                                             
Pastor Brian Reynolds on Sunday May 17, 2020.  

 

 
 

Introduction 
 

Jesus’ continues his teaching about the kingdom with his 
disciples in Mathew 5:27-32.  We are putting two topics 
together here, as they are linked by the subject of 
marriage.  Adultery at that time strictly meant among 
married people, while today it is often thought that only 
one of the parties need be wed.  The context of both the 
adultery and the divorce are the same, a married 
relationship that is breaking down.  The Greek word 
often translated “woman” in v.28 and “wife” in v.31 is 
the exact same word.  So it would make sense to make 
the word consistently “wife” and to see that Jesus is 
addressing marital relationships in this sermon.  
 
Icebreaker  
 

What was the picture of marriage you perceived when 
you were growing up?  What did you think about 
marriage from your parents’ relationship? From the 
relationships of others?  From the media?  Has that 
perception changed during your life?  If so, how so? 
 

 

Read through Matthew 5:27-32 together and open in 
prayer. 

1. As we are looking at righteousness in marital 
relationships, Jesus turns the focus on areas of 
marital breakdown.  Is this a topic you are 
comfortable with?  Why or why not?  

 

2. Jesus equates looking lustfully (at another’s 
wife/spouse) with adultery. How do you know if you 
are looking appropriately at someone? What are the 
indicators you look for?                   

 

3. Go over the process Pastor Brian spoke of in the 
message.  Which area do you think you need to 
address in relation to temptations to lust….in the 
head, the heart, or the hand?  How does James       
1:13-15 speak to this? 

 

4. Read Job 31:1-12.  How does Job deal with this 
matter in his life?  Is there anything from his 
approach you might find helpful? 
 

5. Look up the passages in Proverbs 5, 6:20-35 and 7.  
What are some practical insights the writer is giving 
regarding avoiding adultery?  

 

6. From you background and upbringing, what has been 
the view of marriage and divorce.  How does the 
teaching of the Bible agree with that or contradict it? 

 

7. From Jesus’ words here and in Matthew 19, what do 
you understand to be the biblical view of divorce and 
remarriage? 

 

Praying together 
Pray for one another in any areas related to purity.  
Pray for our church family and the marriages in our 
church. Pray for our ongoing pastoral search.                                
Pray for one another’s needs. 
 
Next week: “Nothing but the truth.” 
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