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“Nothing but the truth.” 
 

Matthew 5:33-37 

 

“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 
‘Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you 
have made.’”  

 

What was the big deal about “oath-breaking”? 
 

Oaths were used to ________________________________ 

of what a person was saying and doing. 
 

So that place was called Beersheba (“the Well of the Oath”), 
because the two men swore an oath there.    (Genesis 21:31) 
 

Even ____________________________ swore an oath. 
 

People swear by someone greater than themselves, and  
the oath confirms what is said and puts an end to all 
argument. 17 Because God wanted to make the 
unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs  
of what was promised, He confirmed it with an oath.  
                                                                            (Hebrews 6:16, 17) 

 
Oaths and vows were ____________________________, 
especially to God. 

When a man makes a vow to the LORD or takes an oath to 
obligate himself by a pledge, he must not break his word but 
must do everything he said.                          (Numbers 30:2) 
 

When you make a vow to God, do not delay to fulfill it. He has 
no pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow. 5 It is better not to make  
a vow than to make one and not fulfill it. 6 Do not let your 
mouth lead you into sin.                              (Ecclesiastes 5:4-6) 

Why did Jesus now say don’t swear                          

an oath at all? 
 

The Pharisees’ approach to truth: 
                                                                                   

34 But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, 
for it is God’s throne; 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool; 
or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36 And do 
not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair 
white or black.  
 

• They made a ______________________ out of the  
 

oath…a ______________________! 
 

• Their oaths were designed to ____________________ 

 
 (not to ______________________.)  

 

 
Jesus approach to truth: 
 

37 All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond 
this comes from evil (or from the evil one.) 
 

• The oath is meaningless without the 
_______________________________. 

 

• Simply say ____________________________________. 

 

 

What should our approach to truth be? 
 

Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and 
speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all members                 
of one body.                                                       (Ephesians 4:25) 

 
 
Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with 
actions and in truth.                                        (1 John 3:18) 
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Introduction 
 

Jesus now addresses his next subject in righteous 
kingdom conduct, oath-taking.  At first this may not seem 
relevant to us, as our culture in Canada is not built on the 
same practice as was seen in Jesus’ time.  There are 
places where oaths are sworn (such as citizenship 
ceremonies, court testimony, etc.), but you may never 
have had to swear an oath.  The real issue for Jesus and 
for the kingdom is the heart issue behind the practice.  
He is again contrasting the Pharisee’s practices with what 
he expects for his kingdom people.  He calls those in his 
kingdom to truth-telling and to integrity.  Let’s look at 
those subjects in this study and see what our character 
and conduct should be.  
 
Icebreaker  
 

What is you experience with this subject? Have you ever 
had to swear an oath in some situation? Perhaps taking 
citizenship in Canada, or somewhere else?  Perhaps 
giving sworn testimony in a court or some other official 
situation.  If you have never given an official oath, can 
you think of an unofficial one you have given?  Did you 
keep that oath? 

 

Read through Matthew 5:33-37 together and open in 
prayer. 
1. Why do you think oaths were so important in the 

culture of Israel?   
 

2. Look up these texts to see some key legal aspects of 
oaths and oath-keeping: 
• Exodus 20:7 

• Exodus 20:16 

• Leviticus 19:12 

• Psalm 50:14 
 

3. Read Matthew 23:16-22.  What was Jesus saying 
about the Pharisees approach to truth? 

 

4. Read Hebrews 6:13-18 and discuss why God Himself 
swore an oath.  Does that seem like a contradiction 
to what Jesus is saying?  How do you reconcile the 
two? 
 

5. When Jesus says, “do not swear an oath at all,” does 
that mean we should not swear an oath in court or any 
other official situation?  Why or why not? 

 

6. Why do you think Jesus has included this subject in 
his list of kingdom conduct?  How do you think you 
relate to this matter?    

 

7. From this portion of the sermon, what is your take-
away about honesty and integrity?  

 

Praying together 
 

Pray for one another in any areas related to honesty             
and integrity.  Pray for the relationships in our church 
family to be grounded in truth and righteousness. 
Continue to pray for our ongoing pastoral search.                                
Pray for one another’s needs. 
 
Next week: “Responding righteously to opposition.” 
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