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“How do we righteously  
respond to opposition?” 

Matthew 5:38 - 48 

 

 

Who is my enemy? 

 
• __________________________________ 

Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.                           
              (1 Peter 5:8) 

 
• _______________________________ 

The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  (1 Corinthians 15:26) 

 
• If we befriend the world, _______________________ 

You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with 
the world means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone              
who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy  
of God.                            (James 4:4)  
 
• Those who ______________________________________ us. 

On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 
thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will 
heap burning coals on his head.” (Romans 12:20; Proverbs 25:21, 22) 

 
 
 

Responding to our opposition: 
 

The practice of ________________________________________. 
 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for 
tooth.’ 39 But I tell you, do not resist an evil person.  
 
 

Four examples: 

If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other 
cheek also. 40 And if anyone wants to sue you and take your 
shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If anyone forces you to go 
one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks 
you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow 
from you. 
 
The practice of _________________________________________: 
 

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and 
hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of 
your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and 
the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous.  
 
Love as a _______________________________________ to evil. 
 

46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? 
Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet 
only your own people, what are you doing more than others? 
Do not even pagans do that? 14 Bless those who persecute you; 
bless and do not curse…   
 

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right 
in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends 
on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, 
my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is 
written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.        
       (Romans 12:17-19) 

                                                                                                
Love as _______________________________ action. 
 

On the contrary: If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 
thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will 
heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good.             (Romans 12:20-21) 
 

The righteous standard for _______________________________. 

Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
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Part 7: “How do we righteously respond  

to opposition?”  

Matthew 5:38-48 

These notes are based on the message given by                                             
Pastor Brian Reynolds on Sunday May 31, 2020.  

 

 

 
Introduction 
 

Jesus finished his beatitudes with this: 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute 
you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is 
your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

He now fleshes out the kingdom conduct they are to 
display when they face this kind of opposition.  
Remember, this opposition is because they (and all 
disciples) are being righteous according to Jesus’ 
standards, displaying kingdom values and practices. 
 
Icebreaker  
 

What is your default reaction to opposition? 

• Fight back  

• Run away  

• Go into a shell   

• Other 

Read through Matthew 5:38-48 together and open in 
prayer. 
 

1. What ethic have you practiced for your life: 
a) An eye for an eye, I want justice. 
b) No eye for an eye, I never seek justice. 
c) Two eyes for an eye, when they get me,                                   

I give it back with both barrels. 
d) All of the above, just depends on the 

circumstances.  
 

2. Look at the four examples Jesus provides for non-
resistance.  Which is most like you?  Which is least 
like you? 

 

3. Think of a time you had an enemy coming after 
you…can you share briefly what happened?               
Did you seek revenge?  What happened? 

 

4. What reward do you think Jesus is speaking of in 
v.46? 
 

5. Do you see Jesus calling his followers to be pacifists? 
If so, how would you define and characterize a 
pacifist? Do you consider yourself a pacifist?    

 

6. Verse 48 says we are to be “perfect” (responding in 
righteousness” as the Father does.)  On a scale of 1 to 
10, where do you see yourself at this stage of your 
growth in kingdom righteousness? 

 
Praying together 

7.  

Pray for one another in any areas related to                       
non-resistance, non-retaliation and responding 
righteously.  Continue to pray for our ongoing pastoral 
search. Pray for one another’s needs. 

 
Next week: “Being righteous behind the scenes.” 
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