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“Making righteous judgments.” 
Matthew 7:1-6 

 

 

The _____________________________of not judging: 
 

“Do not judge, or you too will be judged.” 
 
What does Jesus mean by “judge”? 

 

Jesus words to the crowd at the temple: 

“Stop judging by mere appearances, but instead                             
judge correctly.”                                   (John 7: 24) 

 

 

 

When exercising judgment is ___________________: 
 

In the secular state: 

•  

•  

 

In the Church: 

•  

•  

•  

 

 

Why we are not to judge others: 
 

God will use _______________________________ to judge us. 
 

2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged,… 
 

Our standard is often ___________________________. 
 

…and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 
 
 

Our understanding is _____________________________. 
 

3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s 
eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?  
4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out 
of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own 
eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, 
and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your 
brother’s eye. 
 

He also told them this parable: “Can the blind lead the blind? 
Will they not both fall into a pit? 40 The student is not above 
the teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like their 
teacher.                                                       (Luke 6:39-40) 
 

 

Judging that is ________________________________: 
 

6 “Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls   
to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet,  
and turn and tear you to pieces. 
 
 

 

 

The _________________ of Kingdom righteousness: 

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, 
and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be 
forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be 
poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you.”                               (Luke 6:37-38) 
.                                            
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Introduction 
 

As we said last week, the Lord Jesus hit the peak of his 
sermon with verse 33, the main point of seeking God’s 
Kingdom and His righteousness.  Now the rest of the 
sermon unfolds from that point with a focus on judgment 
and discernment.  Some have thought that these 
remaining points are simply odds and ends that Jesus 
wanted to address as an afterthought.  But the there is a 
thread running through them addressing how we use our 
critical faculties as God’s Kingdom people. 
 

We begin this week by looking at what it means to judge, 
and when we can and can’t do that. 
 
Icebreaker  
Have you ever felt unfairly judged? If so, what were the 
circumstances?  How did you handle that situation?  
Reflecting on it now, would you have handled it any 
differently?  What would you do now? 
 
 
Read through Matthew 7:1 - 6 together and open in 
prayer.  

1. We have spoken of being unfairly judged.                                     
Now, have you ever unfairly judged someone else?                                  
What happened?  
 

2. Why do you think it is easier to see the speck of sawdust 
in your neighbour's eye and not the plank in your own?  
Can you think of an example of this in your own 
experience?                                     
 

3. Why do you think is it hard to believe the best in others? 
How can we cultivate this habit?  
 

4. What does it mean to remove your plank? How do you 
go about doing it?  
 

5. Lex, a church-going thirty-something husband and father 
of three left his wife and children and is now living with 
another woman. Nelson, his father, a Christian, has 
expressed his anger toward Lex. Recently, he told Lex he 
would no longer be considered part of the family. 
Nelson, himself, committed adultery many times when 
Lex was younger. Is his current anger justified? Is his 
response hypocritical? Why or why not?  
 

6. How can the gospel keep us from having a judgmental 
spirit?  
 

 

 

Praying together 
7.  

Pray for one another in any areas related to making 
righteous judgments.  Pray for wisdom in working toward 
church reopening in the future.  Continue to pray for our 
ongoing pastoral search. Pray for one another’s needs. 
 
Next week: “Kingdom communication.” 
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