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“The priorities of the Kingdom” 
Matthew 6:19-34 

 

 

What are we seeking from this life? 
 

 

The false security of ______________________________: 
 

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and 
steal.  
 

 

 

The dangers of trusting in ________________________: 
 
 
A ______________________________ heart 
 

 

But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths 
and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A _______________________________ vision 
 

 

“The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy,    
your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eyes are 
unhealthy,  your whole body will be full of darkness. If then 
the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 
 
 
 

A _________________________________ loyalty 
 

 

“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one 
and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 

 

 

 
 
A ___________________________________ peace 
 

 

“Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is 
not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 
26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store 
away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you 
by worrying add a single hour to your life? 
28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers 
of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you 
that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one 
of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, 
which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will 
he not much more clothe you — you of little faith? 31 So do 
not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all 
these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them.” 
 
 

 

Making the __________________________our                     

top priority. 
 

 

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not 
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. 
Each day has enough trouble of its own. 
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Introduction 
 

Jesus’ sermon has been building to the key point: What  
is the essence of the Kingdom? The supreme value?    
The top priority?  To his listeners, the disciples, who have 
been caught up in their lives of fishing, tax-collecting and 
other occupations, this would be a shock to their system.  
Put yourself in their shoes (I mean sandals, of course.) 
This would be revolutionary. 
 

And for us?  How do we relate to Jesus’ value system, 
which turns our world’s values upside down?  Any 
reading of this that doesn’t feel the absolute shock of 
what he is saying truly misses the point.  Jesus presses                  
us to the fullness of what it means to be in his Kingdom.  
Are we ready for that?  Let’s see…. 
 
Icebreaker  
 

How do you set priorities in your life?  Is it a conscious 
decision (like writing down a to-do list or setting goals  
for the coming year) or is it looser and free flowing?  
Why does that work best for you? 
 
Read through Matthew 6:19-34 together and open in 
prayer. 

1. How much do you think materialism has affected you 
in your life?  Has it been something you were aware 
of and if so, why? 

 
2. Where would you place yourself on this line: 

 
     Not really interested                               Owned by my things 

In things                         
 

Why did you place yourself there?   
 
3. Do you think you need to rethink the place of 

“things” in your life?  What things might those be? 
 
4. Which of the four dangers do you think affects you 

the most? 
• My heart divides 

• My eyes dim 

• My loyalty is defiled 

• My peace is destroyed 

 
5. Do you relate to God as your Master?  How would 

relating to Him that way influences your priorities?  
 
6. What do you worry about? How are you dealing with 

worry at this stage of your Christian life? 
 
7. What does it mean to you – in practical terms – to 

“seek first the kingdom and His righteousness?” 
 

 

Praying together 
1.  

Pray for one another in any areas related to setting 
“Kingdom priorities” in our lives.  Continue to pray                   
for our ongoing pastoral search. Pray for one another’s 
needs. 
 
Next week: “Making righteous judgments.” 
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