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“Recognizing false teachers.” 
 

Matthew 7:15-23 

 

The Warning: 
 

“Watch out for false prophets.” 
 

 “At that time many will turn away from the faith and will 
betray and hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will 
appear and deceive many people.”               (Matthew 24:10, 11) 

 

The ____________________________ of false prophets: 
 

They have a deceptive ___________________________________. 
 

15 “They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ferocious wolves.” 
 
 
They use deceptive  _____________________________.. 
 

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven. 
 
 
They practice a deceptive  _______________________________. 
 

22 “Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons 
and in your name perform many miracles?’” 
 

24 ”For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and 
perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible,             
even the elect. 25 See, I have told you ahead of time.” 
                                                                                (Matthew 24:24, 25) 

Learning how to _________________ false teachers:  
 
 

Testing their “_____________________”. 
 

 

“By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes 
from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise, every 
good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  
18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot 
bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit you 
will recognize them.” 
 
 
The fruit of their  ______________________________________. 
 

They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even 
denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift 
destruction on themselves…  3 In their greed these teachers 
will exploit you with fabricated stories.            (2 Peter 2:1, 3) 
 
 
 
The fruit of their  _____________________________.. 
 

Many will follow their depraved conduct and will bring the 
way of truth into disrepute.                                             (2 Peter 2:2) 
 

 
 
The fruit of their  __________________________________. 
 

Many will follow their depraved conduct and will bring the 
way of truth into disrepute.                                 (2 Peter 2:2) 
 
 
 
The fruit of the  __________________________ of their ministry. 
 

19 They promise them freedom, while they themselves are 
slaves of depravity—for “people are slaves to whatever has 
mastered them.”                                                              (2 Peter 2:19) 
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Introduction 
We have almost come to the end of Jesus’ sermon.  
There will be one concluding message (in two weeks,                
due to Pastor Brian being away till then).  We noted back 
as we began Matthew 7 that Jesus was focusing on 
discernment, being able to judge righteously when 
necessary.  Now he speaks to that in a crucial area. 
 

That area is discerning who are false teachers.  He speaks 
of this to his followers when he is with them, but it will 
become even more crucial when he has left them to 
carry on his mission.  And it is crucial for us today.  We 
would be naïve to think there is no need for this kind of 
discernment today.  But how do we make those kind of 
judgments?  That’s what we will learn in this study. 
 
 

Icebreaker  
 

Think back to when you were in public school                             
(K-6). Can you describe your favourite teacher and your 
least favourite teacher?  What was it you liked about the 
favourite one?  What didn’t you like about your least 
favourite?  Would your perspective be any different 
today?  If so, why? 
 

Read through Matthew 7:15-23 together and open in 
prayer. 
 

1. What comes to your mind when you hear the          
terms “false prophet” or “false teacher”?  
Is  there a particular person or ministry you think of, 
either recent or from the past? 

 
2. When Jesus says the false prophets are ferocious 

wolves, what do you think he is referring to?   
 
3. Why might some Christians be easily deceived?  Do 

you believe you could be deceived?  Why or why not?  
 
4. What were the four areas of testing fruit to discern           

if the teachers are true or false?  
 
5. Have you had to practice discernment for your own 

benefit or for the sake of another?  If so,                              
how did you discern if a certain teacher or ministry 
was legitimate?  What was the result of your 
discernment? 

 
6. Read 2 Peter 2 together.  What are the areas that 

stand out to you as revealing the danger of false 
teachers? 

 
 
Praying together 
 

Pray for one another to be discerning as you seek to test 
the fruit of leaders and ministries. 
Pray for those working toward AAC reopening in the 
future.  Continue to pray for our ongoing pastoral search. 
Pray for one another’s needs. 
 
 
Next time (Sun Aug 5): “How firm is our foundation?” 
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