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“How firm is your foundation?” 
 

Matthew 7:24-27 

 

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts 
them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on 
the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, 
because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who 
hears these words of mine and does not put them into 
practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 
27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 
 

What do these builders have in common? 
 

 

Both are building a ______________________________. 
 
 
 
Both have access to the same ____________________________. 

 
… everyone who hears these words of mine 
 
 
 
Both face ________________________________ conditions.  
 

The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house… 
 
 

 

If you falter in a time of trouble, how small is your strength!  
                                                                                     (Proverbs 24:10) 

What is the difference between them? 
 
 

Each builds on a different ______________________________: 
 
Wise people 
 

… like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 
 
 

 
Foolish people 
 

… like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 
 

 

Building well on a firm foundation: 
 

We build on the foundation of ___________________________. 
 

By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise 
builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one 
should build with care. 11 For no one can lay any foundation 
other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.                                                   

(1 Corinthians 3:10, 11) 
 

 

 
We take heed to Jesus’ _________________________________. 
 

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine…  
 
 
 
And we do what _________________________________. 
 

… and puts them into practice… 
 
 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. 
Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does 
not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a 
mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and 
immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever looks 
intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues 
in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they 
will be blessed in what they do.      (James 1:22-25) 
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Introduction 
We now come to the conclusion of Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount.  In this final section, the Lord stresses the point 
that it is not merely the hearing of his teaching, but the 
doing of it that will establish one’s life as stable and 
secure amidst the troubles to come. 
 

We are not looking at the two final verses of the chapter, 
but it is worth noting Matthew’s comment: When Jesus 
had finished saying these things, the crowds were 
amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one who 
had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.  
Jesus’ teaching came with authority.  He was not basing 
his words on other teachers, but on his own wisdom as 
God Incarnate.  That is why we would do well to put his 
words into practice in our lives, as well. 
 
 

Icebreaker  
Have you ever built anything, either as a hobby (such as a 
model, or a toy), or something from a store that needed 
assembly (like Ikea), or even a part of your home (a 
renovation project)?  If so, how did it go?  How did you 
go about building?  Did you read the instructions first,          
or did you just get right to it and hope for the best? 
 

Read through Matthew 7:24-27 together and open in 
prayer. 
1. Reflect on the three things that were similar about 

these two builders:   
a. Both were building a house. 
b. Both had the same instructions. 
c. Both faced the same troubles. 

How do these things relate to the way you approach 
life? 

 

2. Jesus says there are only two ways to build…a wise 
way and a foolish way. Does this seem right to you?  
Do you approach life like this?  Why or why not? 

 

3. How would you describe yourself: wise or foolish?  
Why do you see yourself this way? 

 

4. Read 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 and compare what Paul 
says there with what Jesus is saying here. 

 

5. How do you respond to people who are not building 
wisely?  Should we speak to that person? Or should 
we simply leave them to build in their own way and 
trust they will figure things out for themselves?  
 

6. Read James 1:22-25.  How do you build God’ word 
into your life?  Is your intake and output of God’s 
word: 

a. Inadequate 
b. Adequate 
c. Growing 
d. Overflowing 

 
Praying together 
Pray for one another to be building well on the 
foundation of Jesus Christ. 
Pray for those working toward AAC reopening in the 
future.  Continue to pray for our ongoing pastoral search. 
Pray for one another’s needs. 
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