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#3 “The amazing authority  
of Jesus Christ!” 

Mark 1:21 – 2:12 
 

One of the main issues of Jesus’ life and ministry is 

where his authority came from.  As we follow the           
Lord Jesus we see how His authority comes into focus 

in every aspect of His mission. 

 
Jesus’ authority in his __________________________.  
 

 

They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came,           
Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. 22 The 
people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught           
them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of                
the law.                                                                  (Mark 1:21, 22) 
 
 

 

 
 
Jesus’ authority over _____________________________.  
 

The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, 
“What is this? A new teaching—and with authority!               
He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.”  
                                                                            (Mark 1:27) 

 
 

Jesus’ authority over __________________________ 

 

____________________________________________. 
 

 As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and 
John to the home of Simon and Andrew. 30 Simon’s mother-in-
law was in bed with a fever, and they immediately told Jesus 
about her. 31 So he went to her, took her hand and helped her 
up. The fever left her and she began to wait on them. 
32 That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the 
sick and demon-possessed. 33 The whole town gathered at the 
door, 34 and Jesus healed many who had various diseases.  
                                                                              (Mark 1:29-33) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Jesus’ authority to  _______________________________. 
 

Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they 
were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are 
you thinking these things? 9 Which is easier: to say to this 
paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take 
your mat and walk’? 10 But I want you to know that the Son of 
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the 
man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 12 He 
got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. 
This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have 
never seen anything like this!”                             (Mark 2:8-12) 
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Introduction 
 

We learned last week how Jesus’ first followers were 
invited to investigate Him, then be included with Him, 
then be involved with Him in learning His ministry and 
ultimately to have the closest intimate spiritual 
relationship through the Holy Spirit dwelling in them.  
Now we need to observe what Jesus wanted them to 
know about Him and His ministry, for one day it would be 
theirs, as well. 
 

With that in mind, we focus now on the accounts Mark 
records of Jesus displaying His amazing authority.  We 
will look at several encounters He has, and how each 
time, those observing him are “amazed at His authority!”  
 

It is a good idea for us to try to see these encounters 
through fresh eyes, imagining we were part of those 
scenes and being awestruck at something that had never 
been seen before.  Then we will also be amazed at Jesus’ 
authority! 
 

Icebreaker  
 

Think of an early encounter you had with someone in 
authority other than a parent.  Perhaps a police officer, 
or a principal, or a team coach.  How did you respond to 
their authority?  How did that encounter affect you? 
 

Read through Mark 21 – 2:12  together and open in 
prayer. 
 

1. The first glimpse we get of Jesus’ amazing authority  
is when he is tempted in the wilderness.  After the 
temptation is over Mark mentions two of those Jesus 
has authority over (Mk 1:13).  Who are they, and how 
would you recognize His authority over them? 

 

2. What was it about Jesus’ teaching that was so 
different from what the people were used to?                  
Why was that so amazing to everyone? 

 

3. The subject of deliverance from demons and 
evil/unclean spirits can be a difficult one.  Share any 
experience with the group that you or others you 
know have had with these matters. 

 

4. Have you or anyone you know been healed in a way 
that displayed Jesus’ power and authority?  If so, 
please share with the group. 

 

5. Jesus healing of the paralytic was ultimately a               
display of His authority in forgiving sins.  How do you 
understand this connection?  Is this a new thought             
something you have considered before? 

 

6. Has your perception of discipleship changed through 
these first three messages?  If so, how has it 
changed? 

 
Praying together 

1.  

Pray for a practical understanding of the Lord Jesus’ 
authority in our lives. 
Pray for one another in your Small Group to develop as 
followers of Jesus through these studies. 
Continue to pray for our ongoing pastoral search.  
Pray for one another’s needs. 
 
Next week: “When Jesus Christ isn’t like we expected.” 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=4PJArEk4&id=5F1FAE1BBCA891B1E54645F40D5E933C3541A04E&thid=OIP.4PJArEk4O45b7hK0JjDolwHaCt&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fthebarnlv.org%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2016%2f09%2fSmallGroups.jpg&exph=230&expw=630&q=small+group&simid=607994697130642245&selectedIndex=33

