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#1 “A Leader worth following.” 
Mark 1:1-20 

 

 

Why is the Lord Jesus a leader worth 
following? 
 

 

His unique _____________________________: 
 

 
He is the _____________________________. 
 

The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah,… 
 
He is the ______________________________. 
 
 

… the Son of God,  
 

 

11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I 
love; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
 
 

He is the ________________________________. 
 

3 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him.’”  
 
 
 
 

His awesome ___________________________: 
 

 
_________________________ by John the Baptist. 
 

7 And this was his message: “After me comes the one more 
powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy 
to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
 

__________________________ by His Heavenly Father. 
 
 

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up 
out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit 
descending on him like a dove.   
 
 

____________________________ in the wilderness. 
 

12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness 13 and  he 
was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan.  
He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him. 
 
 

His eternal __________________________________: 
 

He ____________________________ the kingdom message. 
 

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into 
Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 “The time has 
come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent 
and believe the good news!” 
 

He _______________________  His kingdom messengers           

– His disciples. 
 

16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were 
fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send 
you out to fish for people.” 18 At once they left their nets and 
followed him.19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, 
preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they 
left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and 
followed him. 
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Series: “Following Jesus.” 
 

Part 1: “A Leader worth following.”  
Mark 1:1-20 

 

These notes are based on the message given by                                             
Pastor Brian Reynolds on Sunday September 13, 2020.  

 

 

Introduction 
 

We begin a new series that focuses on what is means to 
be a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ.  There are many 
ways to frame this kind of study.  I have chosen to use 
the Gospel of Mark (with supplemental material from the 
other gospels and some epistles) to observe how Jesus 
called, led and equipped his earliest followers so they 
could continue as his disciples when he returned to the 
Father. 
 

These messages should help us observe how Jesus 
interacted with those he chose to work with.                          
They should also help us to learn principles and 
applications that will aid our development as disciples.  
The discussion questions in our weekly Small Groups will 
be opportunities to share how you are doing that, and to 
see how others are doing it, as well. 
 
 

Icebreaker  
 

Name a leader you have followed in your life.  Were they 
someone you knew, or someone you viewed from afar?  
What was it about them that made you want to follow 
them? 
 
Read through Mark 1:1-20 together and open in prayer. 

1. Mark opens his gospel with a quote from Malachi 3:1 
mixed with one from Isaiah 40:3. Read these sections 
in context in their Old Testament settings.  Why do 
you think he has he chosen these two quotes?  What 
is their significance? 

 

2. John the Baptist is not “the leader” we follow, but he 
plays an important role in preparing for others to 
follow Jesus.  How would you describe his role? 

 

3. Mark describes Jesus’ baptism(s) and testing in the 
wilderness. What impact will these have on his 
leadership? 

 

4. Review the three reasons for following the Lord Jesus 
given in the message (can you remember them 
without looking?)  Which reason is the most 
compelling for you?  Why? 

 

5. Next week we will take a closer look at Jesus’ calling 
of his disciples (Hint: This is not his first encounter 
with them.) Imagine you are being called by Jesus to 
leave your family and occupation to follow him.              
How would you react to that? 

 

6. If you are following Jesus now, do you view yourself 
as his “disciple”?  What does that mean to you? 

 

 

 
Praying together 

1.  

Give thanks for the leadership that the Lord Jesus brings 
to your/our lives. 
Pray for one another to develop as followers of Jesus 
through these studies. 
Continue to pray for our ongoing pastoral search.  
Pray for one another’s needs. 
 
Next week: “Jesus Christ is calling us to follow.” 
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