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#6 “Taking it to heart.” 
Mark 4:1-20 

 

 
Background and context: 
 

 

Jesus’ _________________________________________: 
 
 
 
Jesus’ ______________________ of teaching in parables: 

 
Mark 4:9-12; Matthew 13:10-17; Isaiah 6:9, 10 

 
 
 
What kind of heart do we have? 

 
A _____________ heart that is __________________________. 
 

Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is 
sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away  
the word that was sown in them.                 (Mark 4:15) 

 
They hear the word, but… 
 
 
 

A _______________ heart that is _______________________. 
 

Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at 
once receive it with joy. 17 But since they have no root, they 
last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes 
because of the word, they quickly fall away.   (Mark 4:16, 17) 
 
They hear the word, but… 
 
 
 
 
A _________________ heart that is _____________________. 
 

Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the 
word; 19 but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of 
wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke  
the word, making it unfruitful.                  (Mark 4:18, 19) 

 
 
They hear the word, but… 
 
 
A _______________ heart that is _______________________. 
 

Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, 
and produce a crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred 
times what was sown.”                                         (Mark 4:20) 

 
They hear the word, and… 
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Introduction 
 

Jesus Christ has come to the point in his training of the 
disciples and his interaction with the crowds that he 
changes his teaching style.  He now employs “parables”, 
short but expressive stories that make their point 
through the story-telling and focus on a single lesson.  
Mark 4:1-20, along with Matthew 13 and Luke 8,  
show Jesus Christ using multiple parables to explain  
the nature of the Kingdom of God. 
 

His definitive parable is what we commonly call “The 
Parable of the Sower”, though it may be more 
appropriately termed “The Parable of the Soils.” Our 
discussion this week focuses on that parable and its 
importance to understanding what it shows us about 
being Jesus’ disciples.  
 
Icebreaker  
 

Who has been a great “storyteller” in your life?   
Has someone taught or explained life to you through  
the stories they told?  What was it about their use of 
stories that helped you the most? 
 
 

Read through Mark 4:1-20 together and open in prayer. 
 

1. Jesus uses an agricultural parable as it would be 
relevant to the people he is speaking to.   
What type of parable might he use today? 
 

 

2. What do all of the four soils have in common?     
What are the differences between the four soils? 

 

3. Matthew recounts the disciples’ confusion about 
Jesus’ use of parables.  Read Matthew 13:10-17,             
and 34-36. Reflect on Jesus’ purpose in teaching this 
way.  Why are only some given “the secrets of the 
kingdom”?  Who are those “outside” that he is 
referring to? How do feel about that? 

 

4. Go over the four types of soils, using the notes taken 
from the message.  Which type of soil would you say 
you were when you first heard the gospel?  Which 
type of soil do you relate to now?  Why is that? 

 

5. What keeps God’s word from taking root in all 
hearts?  How do you see that playing out in your life? 

 

6. What does Jesus say is the evidence of being his 
disciple?  What does that mean if there is not that 
type of evidence? 

 

7. What does it take to be the kind of soil that a disciple 
of Jesus wants to be? 

 
 

 

Praying together 
1.  

Pray for one another to be the “good soil” that produces 
fruit in God’s kingdom. 
Pray for this week’s candidating process for Todd Westell 
and his family. For God’s clear direction about the future 
of AAC  
Pray for one another’s needs. 
 
In two weeks: “The importance of faith.” 
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