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#4 “When Jesus Christ is not like 
what we expected” 

Mark 2:13 – 3:6 
 

Having some wrong expectations of Jesus Christ and 

His ministry can cause confusion.  Jesus encountered 
that as He began His ministry and was calling His 

followers.  Here we see the Pharisees displaying three 
areas of confusion which Jesus corrects. 

 
Confusion regarding Jesus’______________________.  
 

 

Question: “Why do you ________________with them?” 
 

While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax 
collectors and sinners were eating with him and his disciples, 
for there were many who followed him. 16 When the teachers 
of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the 
sinners and tax collectors, they asked his disciples:                      
“Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 
17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy 
who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners.”                                (Mark 2:15-17) 
 

Assumption: 

 
Correction: 

 
 

Confusion regarding _______________________________.  
 

 

Question: “Why don’t you ________________ as we do?” 
 

18 Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. Some 
people came and asked Jesus, “How is it that John’s disciples 
and the disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are 
not?” 19 Jesus answered, “How can the guests of the 
bridegroom fast while he is with them? They cannot, so long 
as they have him with them. 20 But the time will come when 
the bridegroom will be taken from them, and on that day           
they will fast.                                              (Mark 2:18-20) 
 

Assumption: 

 
 

Correction: 

 
 

Confusion regarding ______________________________.  
 

 

Question: “Why are you ___________ the Sabbath laws?” 
 

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and as 
his disciples walked along, they began to pick some heads of 
grain. 24 The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing 
what is unlawful on the Sabbath?” 
25 He answered, “Have you never read what David did when he 
and his companions were hungry and in need? 26 In the days of 
Abiathar the high priest, he entered the house of God and ate 
the consecrated bread, which is lawful only for priests to 
eat. And he also gave some to his companions.” 
27 Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not 
man for the Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is Lord even of the 
Sabbath.”                                                          (Mark 2:23-28) 

 
 

Assumption: 

 
 
Correction: 
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Introduction 
 

By the time Jesus Christ begins His ministry in Israel the 
nation was fairly clear on what they expected from a 
Messiah.  These expectations were not so much rooted 
in the Old Testament scriptures as they were in the 
traditions, practices and teaching of the religious leaders. 
 

It did not take very long for Jesus to show that He really 
did not fit these expectations.  He was not trying to.  As 
God in human flesh, He was displaying exactly what God 
was like, and this was not much in keeping with their 
anticipation of a person who would cater to the religious 
leaders and lead the country in driving out the Roman 
intruders. 
 

What expectations do we have of Jesus Christ that may 
cloud our thinking and confuse us?  Consider how we 
may need to correct out thinking of Jesus as we study 
these passages. 
 

Icebreaker  
 

Have you had an expectation of someone you truly 
admired, then discovered that it wasn’t correct?  Share 
what that was, and how you handled the reality when 
you discovered your expectation was incorrect. 

Read through Mark 2:13 – 3:16 together and open in 
prayer. 
 

1. Jesus once again invites a new person to follow Him, 
Levi (called Matthew, his Greek name in the other 
gospels). Again, Jesus has likely had prior contact, as 
He is now having dinner at Levi’s home.  What was 
the key issue He faced for dining there? How do His 
relationships speak to how we are to reach out to 
others.? 

 

2. When Jesus referred to “the healthy”, was He 
referring to the Pharisees?  Why or why not? 

 

3. What sort of associations and relationships do you 
have that might confuse people? 

 

4. What is the significance of Jesus saying, “No one sews 
a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment”? (Read 
the parallel passage in Luke 5:33-39). 

 

5. Jesus frustrated the Pharisees with His actions on         
the Sabbath.  Why were they so concerned about 
both the eating and the healing? 

 

6. Our Sunday practices have changed a lot over the 
past years.  How do you see these changes in relation 
to how Jesus view “the Sabbath”? 

 

7. Of the three areas shown here, are there any new 
insights you have seen regarding who Jesus Christ is 
and how He is to be followed? 

 

Praying together 
1.  

Pray for each one to have clarified expectations of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
Pray for one another in your Small Group to develop as 
followers of Jesus through these studies. 
Continue to pray for our ongoing pastoral search.  
Pray for one another’s needs. 
 
Next week: “Thanksgiving message.” (A break from Mark.) 
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