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#8 “Do miracles matter?” 

Mark 6:1-6, 30-56 

 
What do we mean by a “miracle”? 
 

“A less common kind of God’s activity in which He arouses  
people’s _______________________________________ to Himself.” 
                                                (Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology) 
 
 
Other terms used:  
 

 
What types of miracles did Jesus do? 
 

 
Miracles of _____________________________.    Mark 4:35-41 
 
 
Miracles of _____________________________.    Mark 6:35-44 
 
 
Miracles of _____________________________.    Mark 5:21-34 

 
 
Miracles of _____________________________.     Mark 5:11-13 

 
 
Miracles of _____________________________.    Mark 5:35-43  

 

Why did Jesus perform miracles? 
 

 

To ____________________________________________ His message. 
 

 Do not believe me unless I do the works of my Father.  
38 But if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe 
the works, that you may know and understand that the Father 
is in me, and I in the Father.”                            (John 10:37, 38) 
 

He (Nicodemus) came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we 
know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no 
one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not 
with him.”                                                               (John 3:2) 
 
To reveal the ______________________________________________. 
 

But if it is by the Spirit of God that I drive out demons,  
then the kingdom of God has come upon you. (Matthew 12:28) 

 
 
To __________________________________________ and meet needs. 
 

Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to 
heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave 
them to his disciples to distribute to the people. He also 
divided the two fish among them all. 42 They all ate and were 
satisfied, 43 and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of 
broken pieces of bread and fish. 44 The number of the men 
who had eaten was five thousand.                    (Mark 6:41-44) 
 
 
To ______________________________ the way God meant it to be. 
 

“Jesus’ healings are not supernatural miracles in a natural 
world.  They are the only truly natural things in a world that is 
unnatural, demonized and wounded.”     Jurgen Moltmann 
 
 
The ultimate reason, to _____________________________________. 
 

 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this 
happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him.             
                                                                                     (John 9:3) 
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Introduction 
 

The discussion of discipleship does not usually include 
the subject of the miraculous.  That is usually included in 
the topic of apologetics, the defense of the faith.  But in 
studying Jesus’ interaction with His twelve disciples, it 
would be hard to miss the fact that they were 
eyewitnesses to many miracles. Not only that, they were 
even given the authority to do miracles.    
 
Miracles by their very definition are not everyday events.  
This week’s message was intended to give an overview 
on why Jesus was doing them, and what we can learn 
about being His disciple from His very special works of 
signs and wonders.  So, let’s use this discussion to think 
about the topic, and see what that means for us as 
disciples today. 
 
Icebreaker  
 

Have you experienced anything in your life that you                
find largely unexplainable?  If not yourself, do you know 
someone who has? If so, please share that with the 
group.   

Read through Mark 6:1-6, 30-56 together and open in 
prayer. 
 

1. Prior to this message and study, how much thought 
have you given to Jesus’ miracles and works of 
power?  What effect do they have on you as you read 
about them in the gospels? 

 

2. Mark 6:1-6 records Jesus not doing many miracles in 
Nazareth and attributed that to a lack of faith.  How 
do you understand that connection? 

 

3. Jesus used the situation with the 5000 men (plus 
women and children) to display God’s power and 
meet a normal need.  What did the disciples 
experience and learn from the situation and Jesus’ 
handling of it? 

4. Read Matthew 14:22-36, a parallel to Mark’s account 
of Jesus walking on the water.  What does Matthew 
include in his account that Mark leaves out?  Ant 
thoughts on why they focus on different aspects?   
 

5. In Mark’s account of walking on the water, he 
addresses them not understanding and the condition 
of their hearts.  Read Mark 8:14-21, when Jesus later 
on fed another group of 4000.  Note how he reacts to 
them then and compare the reactions. 

   

6. Reflect on how our discussion of faith last week and 
this week’s topic of miracles are related.  What is 
your take-away from these discussions? 

 
 

 
Praying together 

1.  

Pray for each one’s growth as a disciple of the Lord Jesus. 
Pray for Todd Westell and family in finishing the process 
to join us at AAC.  
Pray for one another’s needs. 
 
Next week: “From the inside out.” 
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